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Introduction to System Dynamics Modeling Software

System Dynamics Modeling software comes in many shapes and sizes. One size does not fit 
all. These are a few that may be helpful for beginners who wish to get into more sophisticated 
modeling. The ones listed here are most familiar to the author. This in no way diminishes other 
available options.
Splash! and SplashExchange 
These have been created by the Creative Learning Exchange and BTN, Ltd. to be visual, fun 
and interactive. Splash! is a free app useable on tablets and phones. It is terrific for creating very 
simple models and helping teach/learn the basics of stocks and flows as well as feedback. 
SplashExchange is a full mathematical modeling software with visual appeal. It will run in a 
browser on laptops and desktop machines.   
clexchange.org/splash.
Stella (isee systems) 
isee systems has a variety of offerings for Stella, ranging from a free, limited, web-based, modeling 
package to a sophisticated, complete software package.  Stella is very accessible and has the 
easiest learning curve of the professional software packages. 
iseesystems.com
Insightmaker 
This free modeling software is built and maintained by Gene Bellinger. It comes with free 
tutorials, and many find it easy to grasp. It also has models that are primarily agent-based (each 
individual modeled), as well as those that are typical system dynamics models.  
insightmaker.com
Other professional modeling software: 
Vensim (Ventana Systems) 
Vensim is a very sophisticated system dynamics modeling package that has the advantage of a 
free downloadable version (Vensim PLE) with many capabilities. They also have professional 
versions for the modelers who are creating complex and extensive models.  
vensim.com.
PowerSim Software
powersim.com
Silico Software
strategydynamics.com

Note that the stock/flow and causal loop diagrams in this book were created using Stella 
software.
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